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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/25/05 
has been. entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

in line 2 of claim 7 the phrase "the one hydraulic shock absorber" should be changed to 
-the first hydraulic shock absorber-- to maintain consistency with amended claim 1 
language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 5797594 to Sekine et al. in view of JP-6441495 (JP'495). 

Re: claims 1, 2, 13, and 14. Sekine et al. show in figure 1 a hydraulic shock 
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absorbing apparatus of a vehicle comprising: a compression side damping force 
generating structure for mainly generating a compression side damping force is 
provided in one hydraulic shock absorber, the one hydraulic shock absorber having a 
vehicle body side tube 2 and a wheel side tube shown surrounding tube 2 near the 
bottom of tube 2 which are slidably fitted to each other; a damper having a damper 
cylinder 8,11 and 8,11,19 in another perspective and a piston rod 18 in which a piston 
slidable within the damper cylinder is mountable to a leading end portion thereof, and 
structured such that the damper cylinder is mountable to an inner side of the wheel side 
tube via intermediate element 3 and the piston rod is mountable to an inner side of the 
vehicle body side tube via intervening element 9; a piston rod side oil chamber 8a and a 
piston side oil chamber 8b sectioned within the damper cylinder by the piston, an oil 
reservoir chamber 10 disposed in an outer periphery of the damper cylinder; and two oil 
passages 20.21 provided in the piston, a compression side damping valve 23 being 
provided in one oil passage, and a check valve 22 closing during compression and 
opening during expansion being provided in the other oil passage, and wherein a 
volume compensating oil passage 19a communicating the piston rod side oil chamber 
with the oil reservoir chamber is provided. 

Sekine et al. describe the invention substantially as set forth above, but Is silent 
as to having one of the shock absorbers at right and left sides of a wheel with an 
expansion side damping force generating structure for mainly generating an expansion 
side damping force being provided in another hydraulic shock absorber. 
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JP'495 teaches in pgs 1-2 of the description of the related art section of the 
instant specification the use of having shock absorbers at both sides of a wheel with 
one absorber providing the expansion side damping force generating apparatus and the 
other of the other of the absorbers providing the compression side damping force 
generating apparatus. 

- It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the shock absorber anrangement of Sekine et al. 
to have included one of the shock absorbers on both sides of a wheel, as taught by 
JP'495, in order to provide a means of effectively damping both expansion and 
compression strokes for a wheel to improve the feel of the ride. 

Re: claims 3 and 4. Sekine et al.. as modified, teach in figure 2 of Sekine et al. 
the limitation wherein a bypass oil passage 44 communicating the oil chambers in both 
sides of the piston is disposed in the piston rod of each of the hydraulic shock 
absorbers, and a damping force adjusting valve 28a is disposed in the bypass oil 
passage. 

Re: claims 5-8. Sekine et al., as modified, teach in figure 2 of Sekine et al. the 
limitation wherein the oil passage 19 of the one hydraulic shock absorber is disposed in 
a side wall 19 in the other perspective of the damper cylinder. 

Re: claims 9-12. Sekine et al., as modified, teach in figure 2 of Sekine et al. the 
limitation wherein the oil passage 19 for compensating the volume of the respective 
piston rod of the one hydraulic shock absorber is disposed in a guide member 19 for 
guiding the piston rod 18. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 8/25/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the concept of one absorber providing compression 
damping and the other absorber providing expansion damping is nowhere in the 
reference. Examiner maintains that the claims were subject to a 103 rejection and that 
in a 103 rejection, the references should not be attacked individually. Sekine, as 
modified, teaches the use of a shock absorbing system in which one absorber provides 
compression damping and the other absorber provides expansion damping. Sekine 
describes the claimed absorber structure and JP'495 teaches the presence of one 
shock absorber on each side of a wheel. It is reiterated that it is the combination of 
Sekine in view of JP'495 that teaches the invention. 

Applicant argues that it is not explained where the exclusive compression 
damping on the one side and expansion damping on the other side can be found. 
Examiner notes that the claim language does not recite that the compression damping 
is exclusive on one side and the expansion damping on the other side. The absence of 
the term "exclusive" along with the use of the open-ended transitional term "comprising" 
both indicate that the claims do not preclude both compression and expansion damping 
in the absorbers on either side of the wheel. Applicant's suggestion that the one or the 
other of the compression/expansion valving structures would have to be eliminated to 
arrive at the presently claimed invention is incorrect in light of the broad recitation of the 
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invention including the open-ended term "comprising" and the absence of the argued 
term "exclusive" as discussed above. 

Applicant argues that the disk valve is mistaken to be a check valve. Examiner 
maintains that, as broadly recited, a disk valve may be considered as a check valve 
since it allows fluid flow in one direction and blocks fluid flow in another direction. 

Finally, Applicant aruges that element 19a is not a volume compensating oil 
passage. Examiner maintains that since passage 19a is a passage that is opened 
based on the operation of element 1 9b that communicates oil passage 8a with oil 
passage 10. When element 19b allows fluid flow between chambers 8 and 10 there iw 
volume compensation. Therefore, element 19a is properly considered a volume 
compensating oil passage. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to IVIelody M. Burch whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan can be reached on 571-272-6786. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications nnay be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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